IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Inventors: 



Theodore H. Krengel 



Examiner: David Bochna 



Serial No.: 



10/521,481 



Group Art Unit: 3679 



Filed: 



September 1, 2005 



Confirmation No. 2194 



Examiner: 



David Bochna 



For: 



PIPE COUPLING AND METHOD 



Atty. Docket No. 060562.00003 

REQUEST FOR AN EXTENSION OF TIME 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



In response to the Office Action dated November 15, 2007, Applicant requests a two- 
month extension of time to submit a response to the Office Action. 

In this Office Action, Examiner David Bochna cited the Seamark prior art reference 
without citing the respective patent number. Michael Shariff, Applicant's attorney of record, has 
contacted Examiner Bochna on several occasions to obtain the patent number of the Seamark 
prior art reference but could not get reach Examiner Bochna. Michael Shariff then contacted 
Examiner Daniel Stodola (the Supervisor of Examiner Bochna) and asked for the assistance. 

Examiner Stodola then contacted Examiner Bochna. Examiner Stodola also suggested 
Michael Shariff file a request for extension of time to prepare the response because the patent 
number for the Seamark prior art reference was missing in the Office Action dated 
November 15, 2007. Examiner Bochna called Michael Shariff about one week before the due 
date to file the response to the Office Action and left the patent number of the Seamark prior art 
reference on Michael Shariff s voice mail. 



Dear Sir: 



#34?519-\ 1 



Therefore, Applicant respectfully requests a two-months extension of time to submit the 
response to the Office Action for the reasons as set forth above. 

Although it is believed that no fee is due for the filing of this extension request, the 
Commissioner is authorized to charge our Deposit Account No. 08-2789 for any additional fees or 
credit the account for any overpayments regarding this request. 



Respectfully submitted, 



HOWARD & HOWARD ATTORNEYS, P.C. 



February 13, 2008 
Date 



/Michael G. Shariff/ 



Michael G. Shariff, Registration No. 58,223 

Howard and Howard Attorneys, P.C. 
The Pinehurst Office Center, Suite 101 
39400 Woodward Avenue 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304-5151 
(248) 723-0400 
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